
















CONNOISSEUR. 


By Mr. TOW N, 


Critic and Censor-GENERAL. 





NUMBER CXXIII. 





THURSDAY, June 3, 1756. 





Quo patre fit natus, num ignotd matre inkoneflus? Hor. 


is reception of all infants.in general under 





a big belly donot appear, fo dreadful, as, heretofore: 
and it was but yefterday that a young fellow of 
intrigue told me; he was happy ' that his ‘children: would 


no:longer be thrown out of the Hofpital, ‘as: he himfelf’ 


was out of lArtbur’s, by» black balls! “For my part, 


though I have°no lady ino keeping; no ‘child by: my 


houfe-keeper, nor any other affair of gallantry on my 
Vou. Il. 50 hands, 


fa; certain age, have, I find, given univ, 
werfal fatisfaQion. The confequences of. 
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740 The CONNOISSEUR, No. 123. 
hands, which makes me with to fwell the number of 
infants maintained by that charity, I muft,own myfelf 
to be exceedingly rejoiced at the extenfion of fo benevo- 
lent a defign. I look upon it as the certain prefervation 
of many hundreds in embryo: nor fhall we now hear 
of fo many helplefs babes birth-ftrangled in a neceflary, 
or {mothered by the ditch-delivered drab. As a baftard 
is accounted in law, guafi nullius filius, the child of no- 
body, and related to nobody, and yetris»bleft with as 
fair proportions, and capable of an equal degree of per- 
fection with “ honeft madam’s iffue,” it is furely an ac 
of great humanity thus to refcue them from untimely 
deaths and other miferies, which They do not merit, 
whatever may be the guilt of their parents. 


TuouGu it is obvious, that this Hofpital will be made 
the receptacle of many legitimate children, it is no lefs 
certain that the rich, as well as the poor, will often fend 
their bafe-born bantlings to this general nurfery. The 
wealthy man of quality, or fubftantial cit, may have their 
private family-reafons for not owning the fruits of their 
fecret amours, and be glad to put the little livipg witnefs. 
of their intrigues out of the way. For this reafon, an 
hiftory of the Foundlings received there .would be very | 
curious and entertaining, as it would contain many nge- 
dotes not to be learned from any Parith Regifters i 
reflections that pafled in‘my mind on this‘fibje&, gave 
oceafion the other evening to the ‘following Dream. 


Methought, as I was;ftanding at the private door of 
the Hofpital, where a croud of) females (each of them 
with a child in her arms) were prefling to get in, an 
elderly gentleman, whom from his white ftaff I took to 


be 
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be a governour of the charity, very courteoufly invited 
me to come in. I accepted his offer; and having feated 
myfelf next him — “ Mr. Town, fays he, I am con- 
* fcious that you look upon moft thefe little infants as the 
‘ offsprings of fo many unmarried fathers, and maiden- 
“mothers, which have been clandeftinely {mugegled into 
“ the world. Know then that I am one of thofe guar- 
“dian Genii, appointed to fuperintend the fortunes of 
‘‘ Baftards: therefore, as this Hofpital is more immedi- 
‘ately under my tuition, I have put on this difguife; 
«and, if you pleafe, will let you into the fecret hiftor; 
“ of thofe babes, who are my wards, and their parents.” 


I affured him, his intelligence would be highly agree- 
able ; and feveral now coming up to offer their children, 
he refumed his difcourfe —— ‘* Obferve, faid he, that 
jolly little rogue, with plump cheeks, a florid com- 
“ plexion, blue eyes, and fandy locks. We have here 
“already feveral of his brethren by the mother's’ fide ; 
“ fome fair, fome brown, and fome black: and yet 
« they are all fuppofed to have come by the fame father. 
«The mother has for many years been houfekeeper to a 
“ gentleman who cannot fee that ‘her children bear the 
«marks of his own fervants, and that this very ‘brat is 
« the exaét refemblance of his coachman. 


“ Tua'r puling whining infant there, with a pale face, 

“ emaciated body, ‘and diftorted limbs, is the forced pro- 
«« duct of viper-broth and cantharides. It .is the offspring 
“ of a worn-out buck of quality, who at the fame time 
“ he debauched the mother, ruined her conftitution by a 
“ filthy difeafe ; in confequence of which, fhe with much 
' “ difficulty 




























pee ean 


~ 
ee 
Ca 





742 Th CONNOISSEUR. No. 123. 
“ difficulty brought forth this juft picture of himfelf in 


*¢ miniature. 


“ Tue next that offers is the iffue of a careful cit; who, 
“as he keeps an horfe for his own riding on fundays, 
“‘ which he lets out all the reft of the week, keeps alfo 
“a miftrefs for his recreation on the feventh day, whe 
“lets herfelf out on all the other fix. That other 
*< babe owes his birth likewife to the city, but is the 
‘* joint product, as we may fay, of two fathers; who 
“ being great ceconomifts in their pleafures as well as 


“* in their bufinefs, have fet up a whore and an one horfe- 


*: chaife in partnerfhip together. 


“ TuaT pert young baggage there, who fo boldly 


“ prefles forward with her brat, is not the mother of it, 


“* but is maid to a fingle lady of the ftricteft honour and 


“ unblemithed reputation. About a twelve month ago 
« her miftrefs went to Bath for the benefit of her health ; 
“and ten months after, fhe travelled into, North Wales 
“ to fee a relation ; from. whence fhe is juft returned. 
‘“‘ We may fuppofe, that the took a. fancy to that pretty 
“ babe while in the country, and brought it up to town 
“ with-her, in order:to;place it here; as the did a few 
“ years ago to another charming boy, which being too, 
‘old to be got into this Hofpital, is now at a fchool in 
“ York/bire, where, young gentlemen are boarded, cloath- 
«ed, and educated, and found in all. neceffaries, for ten 
*« pounds a year. © 


“ Tuar. chubby little boy, which, you fee in the arms 
“of yonder {trapping wench in a camblet gown and 
«« sed cloak, is her own fon. She is by profeffion a bed- 


“< maker 
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“maker in one of the univerfities, and of the fame college, 
““in which the father (a grave tutor) holds a»fellowthip 


“under the ufual. condition: of not marrying.’ .» Many 


‘“fober gentlemen of the ¢loth, who are in the fame | 


‘«{crape, ‘are glad to take the benefit of this charity : And 
<« if all of the fame! reverend order, like the prit{ts abroad, 
“ were laid under the fame reftrictions, you might expect 


“ to fee a particular Hofpital, erected for the reception of 
“‘ the Sons of ow pene Ashoot , 


st, Taar one “child belongs. to: a fea-captain’s, lady, 
“ wholé hufband .is expected to return every, moment 
“ from; a long voyage ;..the fears of which have happily 
« haftened the birth of, this infant a full month before 
*< its, time, | That other! is the. pofthumous; child .of .a 

** wealthy old gentleman, . who had married a young 
<¢ girl for love, {and dyed in the. honey-moon. .. This his 
“fon and heir was not born till near a twelve month after 
“his deceafe, becaufe its birth was tetarded. by the! ex- 
« ¢eflive: grief of his widow; who on that account ra- 
« ther chofe to lye-in privately, and to lodge their only 
« child here, than to have its legitimacy and her own 
“honour called in queftion by her hufband’s relations.” 


My companion pointed out to me feveral others no lefs 
extraordinary; among which I remember he told me, 
one was the unhallowed brood of a Methodift teacher, 
and another the premature {pawn of 'a Maid of honour. 
A poor author eafed himfelf of a very heavy load of two 
twin-daughters, which in an evil hour he bégot-on an 
hawker of pamphlets, after he had been writing a lafcious 
novel: -but I could not help {miling, at the marks fent in 
with thefe new Mufes, fignifying, that one had been 

Von. Il. 5P chriftened 
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chriftened Terpfichore, and the other Polybymnia. Several 
bantlings were imported. from Jfington, Hoxton, and 
other villages within the found of Bow Bell: many 
were tranfplanted hither out of the country ; anda whole 
litter of brats were fent in from two or three parithes in 
particular, for which it is doubtful whether they were 
moft indebted, to the parfon or the fquire. 


A modeft-looking woman now brought a very fine 
babe to be admitted; but the governors rejected it, as it 
appeared to be above two months old. The mother on 
the contrary perfifted in affirming, that it was but juft 
born, and addreffing herfelf ‘to me, defired me to look 
at it. I accordingly took it in my arms; and while 1 
was toffing it up and down, and praifing its beauty, the 
fly huffy contrived to flip away, leaving the precious 
charge to my care. The efforts which I made to bawl 
after her, and the fqualling of the brat which rung pite- 
oufly in my ears, luckily awaked me; and I was very 
happy to find, that I had only been dandling my pillow 
inftead of a bantling. 


WwW 


*Yuft Publifed, 


In Two Neat Pocket Volumes, Price Six Shillings bound, 


The CONNOISSEUR revifed and correéted. 
With anew Tranflation of the Mottos and Quotations. 














